
 
2018 TRITON SHOWERS NATIONAL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Martin Walsh) 
 
Any sponsors objective if not perhaps dream is to achieve the maximum from its 
investment and this year’s Triton Showers National Rally Championship, to quote the 
popular expression that “went down to the wire” is probably the best example in a 
rallying sense.  In the balance, right until the final stage of the final event, the season 
provided drama for many, disappointment for some and interest for all. 
It was the fourth year of Triton’s involvement and as the country suffered a water 
shortage due to a prolonged heat wave, the only real showers were of the Triton 
variety. 
A summer of intense heat prolonged the Sligo Rally until early September.  
Somewhat ironically, the Sligo event was a substitute round for the Carlow Rally that 
earlier, indeed much earlier, dropped out of the series to facilitate the Mondello 50 
celebrations.  Both situations gained extra column inches.  The spectacular Achill 
Island provided a magnificent backdrop for the opening round where victory went to 
former double champion Donegal’s Declan Boyle.  The series then meandered around 
the rest of the country to Tralee, Cavan, Clonmel, Sligo and Ennis before concluding 
in the north-west in Ballybofey that was awash with entries and showers of every 
variety. 
Seven rounds with the best six scores to count was finally decided in Ballybofey 
where Boyle, Monaghan’s Josh Moffett and Donegal’s Joe McGonigle were still in 
the mix for the Vard Memorial Trophy. 
There were a number of key moments along the way including Tralee where Moffett 
was an absentee as the weekend coincided with the Easter Rally in Antrim.  Clonmel 
was another moment as Boyle, Moffett and former Triton champion Roy White all 
switched from Class 7 to Class 20, a class normally associated with non-homologated 
cars.  Since then, that “loophole” has been closed off and WRC’s can no longer 
compete in Class 20. 
Meanwhile, Sligo, continued to hit the headlines and it was somewhat ironic after its 
original date and a proposed date both fell victim to the heat wave, that it rained on its 
actual date in early September.  There was even more drama on the stages when 
Moffett crashed out leaving Boyle with the perfect opportunity to tighten his grip on 
the title only for the Donegal man to follow suit a stage later.  McGonigle headed the 
point’s standings but didn’t compete in Clare where a somewhat uncustomary and 
edgy Boyle was well off the pace initially but eventually finished fifth.  Subsequently, 
he only needed ten points from the final round to claim the honours, which he duly 
did.  
Meanwhile, Cavan’s Chris Armstrong won the Mk. 2 Escort Challenge and the 
rally.ie title, the latter award looked well out of reach as he trailed Donegal’s Stuart 
Darcy by nineteen points but in the end, Darcy ran out of luck, time and more.  
Armagh’s Jason Black (Toyota Starlet) won the Junior category.  The Motorsport 
Safety Team Group N award was won by Tyrone’s Aidan Wray (Mitsubishi EvoX). 
Overall though, this year’s Triton Showers series was, given the circumstances, 
relatively successful as the format continues to find favour with competitors.  
 
 
 
 



ROUND 1: 
BOYLE WINS MAYO RALLY ON ACHILL ISLAND 
 
With fastest times on all but one of the nine stages Donegal’s Declan Boyle (Ford 
Fiesta WRC) and his Monaghan co-driver James O’Reilly won the Óstán Oileán 
Acla/Connacht Print & Signs Mayo Rally, the first round of the Triton Showers 
National Rally Championship.  They finished 37 seconds ahead of the 
Monaghan/Limerick duo of Josh Moffett and Keith Moriarty, also in a Ford Fiesta 
WRC.  On their debut in a Ford Fiesta R5, Derry’s Desi Henry and his Cork co-driver 
Liam Moynihan secured third - just over a minute further behind. 
Top seeds Donegal’s Joe McGonigle/Ciaran Geaney (Mini WRC) were fourth.  
On his way to the opening stage Boyle’s Fiesta ground to a halt with an electrical 
problem, luckily, he was able to sort the issue and went on to set the best time on the 
first stage.  Making some suspension adjustments, Boyle dominated throughout albeit 
with the exception of S.S. 6 where Moffett was a fraction of a second quicker. 
Moffett on his first outing on tarmac in his Fiesta WRC for almost two years, grew in 
confidence as the rally progressed.  Henry was another to improve on every stage as 
he netted third. 
Former Triton champions Donagh Kelly (Ford Focus WRC) and Roy White (Ford 
Fiesta WRC) didn’t enjoy the best of fortune, Kelly punctured and dropped away 
down the order before finishing tenth while White was an opening stage casualty 
when he slid off and beached his car, he eventually finished 57th. 
Tyrone’s Aidan Wray (Mitsubishi) won Group N from Donegal’s Mark Boyle 
(Mitsubishi Evo IX) and Maynooth’s Paul Barrett (Mitsubishi EvoX). 
In the Modified section, Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90) reeled in Cavan’s Chris 
Armstrong (Escort) on the final stage despite losing the exhaust on the penultimate 
stage and some gear oil on the final stage. 
Armagh’s Jason Black and his Monaghan co-driver Jack McKenna (Toyota Starlet) 
took an emphatic victory in the Triton Showers Junior category.  
 
ROUND 2: 
KELLY WINS ROSE HOTEL CIRCUIT OF KERRY RALLY 
 
With the lead role alternating on several occasions, victory in the Rose Hotel Circuit 
of Kerry, round two of the Triton Showers National Rally Championship, went to the 
Donegal/Monaghan pairing of Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC).  They 
finished 16.4 seconds ahead of the Ford Fiesta WRC of another Donegal/Monaghan 
duo - Declan Boyle/James O’Reilly.  Clonmel’s Roy White and his Cork co-driver 
James O’Brien (Ford Fiesta WRC) were a minute and 19.3 seconds further behind in 
third. 
On the opening stage, Kelly was 3.1 seconds ahead of Boyle with White a further 3.5 
seconds behind.  Boyle was best through S.S. 2 but Kelly responded on S.S. 3 to lead 
Boyle by a fraction of a second.  White was 24.3 seconds further adrift with Daragh 
O’Riordan (Fiesta WRC) next as Joe McGonigle lost a few seconds when his Mini 
WRC was off the road on the third stage, he held fifth followed by the Subaru WRC 
of Niall Maguire. 
Elsewhere, Chris Armstrong (Escort) led the two-wheel drive category despite a spin 
on the third stage where he also stalled his Escort.  Out on S.S. 6 Boyle cut a corner 
and punctured the right front wheel and lost some twenty seconds as Kelly returned to 
the final service with a lead of 14.1 seconds over Boyle.  White, 46.2 seconds further 



behind in third spot, opined that he tried harder but needed to steady his Fiesta WRC 
at high speed.  McGonigle was untroubled in fourth ahead of O’Riordan and Maguire 
(Subaru WRC). 
In Group N, Aidan Wray led from Trevor Bustard and Paul Barrett, all in Mitsubishi’s 
On S.S. 8 Kelly extended his lead to 15.7 seconds and although Boyle was quickest 
on the final two stages Kelly took the honours from Boyle with White third.   
Armstrong overshot on two occasions on S.S. 8 allowing Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90) 
to win the two-wheel drive category by 17.9 seconds. 
Meanwhile, in the Motorsport Safety Group N category, Wray retired with a 
mechanical issue and Donegal’s Trevor Bustard (Mitsubishi) took his first showroom 
class win in some six years.  Paul Barrett (Mitsubishi) retired on S.S. 8 with a 
damaged oil cooler.  Victory in the Junior category went to Monaghan’s Jonny 
Treanor (Honda Civic). 
 
 
ROUND 3: 
MOFFETT MOPS UP IN CAVAN 
  
Leading all the way, Monaghan’s Josh Moffett (Ford Fiesta WRC) and his Limerick 
co-driver Keith Moriarty won the Hotel Kilmore Cavan Rally, round three of the 
Triton Showers National Rally Championship.  They finished 34.6 seconds ahead of 
the Fiesta WRC of Donegal’s Declan Boyle and his Monaghan co-driver James 
O’Reilly.  Armagh’s Darren Gass (Subaru WRC) and Monaghan’s Enda Sherry were 
46.4 seconds further behind in third. 
On the opening stage Moffett held a 5.6 second lead over Boyle with White 5.4 
seconds further behind in third.  Garry Jennings (Subaru WRC) occupied fourth - 11.4 
seconds behind ex- Triton champion White with Joe McGonigle (Mini WRC) and 
Peadar Hurson (Fiesta WRC) completing the top six.  Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90) in 
seventh led the two-wheel drive category.  Moffett arrived at the Cavan service park 
with a lead of 8.8 seconds over Boyle, who was quite content with both his pace and 
position. 
Although Boyle narrowed the deficit to 7.8 seconds on S.S. 4, Moffett was quickest 
on S.S. 5 and White was best on S.S. 6 where Boyle lost time with a front right wheel 
puncture.  Out in front, Moffett led White by 24.1 seconds with Boyle 12.2 seconds 
further behind.  
A puncture soon after the start of S.S. 7 saw White plummet to eighteenth as he lost 
over five minutes.  Moffett was quickest on the stage and also on the penultimate 
stage.  On the Power Stage, Boyle set the fastest time to claim the bonus point to add 
to the eighteen points for second spot.  Moffett took his first win on the season and 
with it the twenty Triton points.  McGonigle, Kelly and Jennings completed the top 
six.   
Darcy withstood the challenge of local hero Gary Kiernan (Escort) to win the two-
wheel drive category.  Kiernan and Kevin Barrett (Subaru WRC) completed the top 
ten, the latter ran out of fuel right at the Cavan finish.   
Meanwhile, on his debut in a Mitsubishi EvoX and in left hand drive for the first time, 
Down’s Cathan McCourt and his Cork co-driver Grace O’Brien won the Group N 
category as Willie Fannin (Subaru) was a final stage retirement. 
In the Junior category, Armagh’s Jason Black (Toyota Starlet) took a dominant 
victory. 
 



ROUND 4: 
MOFFETT BACK TO BACK IN CLONMEL. 
 
Monaghan’s Josh Moffett (Ford Fiesta WRC) survived some late drama to claim an 
important victory in the Clonmel based Fanning Motor Factors Tipperary 
Stonethrowers Rally, round four of the Triton Showers National Rally Championship.  
At the finish of the nine-stage event Moffett and his Limerick co-driver Keith 
Moriarty were 7.8 seconds ahead of the similar car of Donegal’s Declan Boyle and his 
Monaghan co-driver James O’Reilly.  Former Triton Showers National Rally 
champions, Clonmel’s Roy White (Ford Fiesta WRC) and his Cork co-driver James 
O’Brien were a minute and 10.5 seconds further behind in third. 
Donegal’s Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90) took a final stage win in the two-wheel drive  
category after Cavan’s Chris Armstrong (Ford Escort) punctured on the last stage 
with Darcy moving nineteen points clear in the rally.ie battle.  
In the Motorsport Safety Group N category, Waterford’s Brian O’Keeffe (Mitsubishi 
EvoIX) finished 24.9 seconds ahead of the Mitsubishi EvoX of Maynooth’s Paul 
Barrett. 
On the opening stage Moffett extricated a lead of 11.8 seconds over Boyle with White 
1.8 seconds further back in third followed by McGonigle and Daragh O’Riordan 
(Fiesta WRC).  Boyle was marginally quicker on the remaining two stages of the loop 
and arrived at the Powerstown Racecourse service park 10.4 seconds behind rally 
leader Moffett. 
White, 32.3 seconds behind Boyle, who struggled and was followed by McGonigle 
and O’Riordan.  Stuart Darcy (Darrian) led the two-wheel drive category; Daniel 
Cronin (Fiesta R5) occupied seventh and discovered that his Fiesta had a broken anti-
roll bar. 
On the second loop Moffett kept a good pace and at the final service led Boyle by 22 
seconds, the latter lost time when he clouted a bank on one stage and overshot on 
another.  Third placed White improved his pace as McGonigle, O’Riordan and Cronin 
were next in classification. 
In the Modified section, Chris Armstrong (Ford Escort) led from Darcy, who spun on 
S.S. 4 and had a misfire on S.S. 5. 
Although Moffett’s lead was cut to 3.4 seconds after his Fiesta lapsed on to three 
cylinders, it was back on full power for the final stage and he secured victory with 
Boyle and White completing the top three.  On his first rally in several months, Kevin 
Barrett (Subaru WRC) finished ninth. The Junior category was won by Armagh’s 
Jason Black/Jack McKenna (Toyota Starlet). 
 
 
ROUND 5: 
SAM MOFFETT WINS IN SLIGO AS TRITON DUO FAIL TO FINISH 
 
On a day of high drama, Monaghan’s Sam Moffett and his Kerry co-driver Noel 
O’Sullivan took their Ford Fiesta R5 to victory in the FAAC Simply automatic/Sligo 
Park Hotel Rally, round five of the Triton Showers National Rally Championship.   
Triton title rivals Donegal’s Declan Boyle and his Monaghan co-driver James 
O’Reilly and Monaghan’s Josh Moffett and his Limerick co-driver Keith Moriarty 
both in Ford Fiesta WRC’s failed to finish.   
Meanwhile, Donegal’s Joe McGonigle/Ciaran Geaney (Mini WRC) finished the rally 
in second place - 45.8 seconds behind the winners with another Donegal crew Johnny 



Jordan/Gary McNern (Toyota Starlet) completing the top three - two minutes and 15.4 
seconds further adrift.  
Tyrone’s Aidan Wray/Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi) won the Motorsport Safety Team 
Group N award. 
On the opening stage near Geevagh Josh Moffett was quickest and led Boyle by 1.2 
seconds with Sam Moffett 15.9 seconds further behind in third followed by Donegal’s 
Joe McGonigle (Mini WRC) and fellow county drivers Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90), 
Daniel Conaghan (Escort) and Johnny Jordan (Toyota Starlet). 
Josh Moffett arrived at the Collooney service park leading Boyle by 10.5 seconds. 
Sam Moffett was third as fourth placed McGonigle stalled on the start line of S.S. 3. 
A hard charging Jordan was in fifth place.  An untroubled Frank Wray (Mitsubishi) 
led the Motorsport Safety Team Group N category and the top ten was completed by 
the Mitsubishi of Sligo’s David Leonard and the Escort of Donegal’s JF Shovelin. 
In the wet and slippery conditions, Josh Moffett (Ford Fiesta WRC) extended his lead 
to 27.5 seconds but he crashed out on S.S. 6.  At the final service Boyle led Sam 
Moffett (Fiesta R5) by 43.4 seconds with McGonigle third. 
On the first stage of the final loop more drama unfolded when Boyle spun off and 
while he finished the stage his car was too badly damaged to continue.  Sam Moffett 
went on to win the rally with McGonigle and Jordan completing the top three. 
Armstrong took top points in the Ford Escort Mk. 2 Challenge and also moved to 
within five points of Stuart Darcy for the rally.ie award.  Darcy failed to finish. 
 
ROUND 6: 
MOFFETT WINS IN CLARE BUT BOYLE HAS CHAMPIONSHIP EDGE 
 
Monaghan’s Josh Moffett (Ford Fiesta WRC) and his Limerick co-driver Keith 
Moriarty won the Charlie McEnery Motor Services Clare Rally, the penultimate 
round of the Triton Showers National Rally Championship.  They finished  
7.7 seconds ahead of the similar car of Clonmel’s Roy White and his Cork co-driver 
James O’Brien with Cork’s Daragh O’Riordan and Wexford’s Andy Hayes, also in a 
Fiesta WRC, a minute and 56.1 seconds further behind in third.  
Triton Championship contender Donegal’s Declan Boyle and co-driver James 
O’Reilly, in yet another Ford Fiesta WRC, finished fifth - fourth in the Triton point’s 
table. 
After the opening loop, former Triton champion White led by 4.2 seconds.  Moffett’s 
Fiesta lapsed on to three cylinders and he did well to stay close to White.  An 
untroubled O’Riordan was 13.5 seconds further behind in third.  Local driver Padraig 
Egan in a McKinstry hired Subaru WRC occupied fourth with Daniel Cronin (Ford 
Fiesta R5) fifth. 
Ian Barrett (Darrian T90) led the two-wheel drive category from Chris Armstrong 
(Ford Escort), who was 2.5 seconds ahead of rally.ie rival Stuart Darcy (Darrian T90). 
Niall Maguire (Subaru) had clutch woes and withdrew.  Declan Boyle (Fiesta WRC) 
was tenth but couldn’t get into a rhythm. 
On the second loop, Moffett turned a 4.2 second deficit into a 4.3 second lead over 
White. O’Riordan was a minute and 3.6 seconds adrift in third with Cronin and Egan 
next on the leaderboard.  Armstrong took control of the two-wheel drive category 
after Ian Barrett retired on S.S. 5, Darcy had a fuel issue. 
Boyle occupied seventh overall and Dubliner Gareth MacHale slotted into eighth spot 
and was growing in confidence on his first outing in a Fiesta R5.  Darcy and fellow 
Donegal man Johnny Jordan (Toyota Starlet) completed the top ten.  



Moffett went on to claim victory as second placed White netted the additional point 
for winning the Power Stage.  O’Riordan completed the top three.  Cronin, the top R5 
driver, was fourth overall.  Boyle moved up from seventh to fifth with Egan (Subaru) 
sixth. 
Chris Armstrong (Escort) in seventh won the Mk. 2 Champions Trophy and moved to 
within four points of Darcy for the rally.ie award.  Gareth MacHale (Ford Fiesta R5), 
Darcy and Johnny Jordan (Toyota Starlet) completed the top ten.  Trevor Bustard 
(Mitsubishi) won Group N and the Junior category was won by  Clare’s Cathal Nolan 
(Honda Civic). 
 
 
ROUND 7: 
BOYLE TRITON SHOWERS SERIES IN BALLYBOFEY  

 
Donegal’s Declan Boyle (Ford Fiesta WRC) and his Monaghan co-driver James 
O’Reilly won the Triton Showers National Rally Championship courtesy of their 
eighth place finish in the Jackson’s Hotel Donegal Harvest Rally, the seventh and 
final round of the series. 
In extremely wet and difficult conditions, Boyle overcame a stomach upset to steadily 
increase his pace throughout the day.  Needing a top eight-championship finish, the 
Donegal driver had an anxious final stage when the windscreen of his Fiesta WRC 
misted over, however, he managed to complete the stage without incident and take 
fourteen Triton points (fourth placed championship points) to win the Triton series.  
Event victory went to Monaghan’s Sam Moffett and his Cork co-driver Karl Atkinson 
(Fiesta R5) - they finished 7.9 seconds ahead of the Fiesta WRC of the 
Monaghan/Limerick combination of Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty.  The 
Donegal/Monaghan duo of Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC) were a 
minute further behind in third. 
The rally.ie award (highest placed two-wheel drive in the Triton series) was won by 
Cavan’s Chris Armstrong and his Donegal co-driver Chris Melly (Ford Escort).  Their 
rival Stuart Darcy (Darian T90) crashed out on the penultimate stage of the rally. 
The Motorsport Safety Team Group N title was won by Tyrone’s Aidan Wray 
(Mitsubishi EvoX) and co-driver Kieran McGrath. 
Outgoing Triton champion Sam Moffett (Fiesta R5) was quickest on the opening 
stage near Ballybofey where Josh Moffett was 3.6 seconds behind.  Donegal’s Declan 
Gallagher (Toyota Starlet) occupied third overall - 11.9 seconds further behind and 
just 0.9 of a second ahead of the Escort of Donegal’s Damien Tourish.  Joe 
McGonigle (Mini WRC) and Donagh Kelly (Ford Focus WRC) completed the top six.  
Boyle was twentieth. 
Rally leader Sam Moffett arrived at the Stranorlar service park with a lead of 29.7 
seconds. Josh Moffett continued in second place but lost time when he had to traverse 
most of the third stage with a broken driveshaft.  Donagh Kelly slotted into third - 
16.4 seconds further behind with McGonigle fourth.  Boyle moved up to twelfth. 
On the repeat loop Josh Moffett punched in the best times on all three stages and cut 
the deficit to Sam to 17.7 seconds. McGonigle slotted into third with Kelly fourth. 
Boyle was up to sixth with Gareth MacHale (Ford Fiesta R5) seventh. 
As Boyle went on to secure the Triton title and win the Vard Memorial Trophy for a 
third time, Sam Moffett took the event honours - his brother Josh lost any chance of 
event victory when he overshot on the penultimate stage but he secured the runner-up 



spot in the Triton series.  Kelly reclaimed third at the expense of McGonigle, who 
overshot a junction, he netted third in the series. 
Declan Gallagher (Toyota Starlet) was the top two-wheel drive exponent, Armstrong 
took the rally.ie spoils after Stuart Darcy crashed on Stage 8 and saw his Darrian T90 
go up in flames.  Wray won Group N to seal victory in the Motorsport Safety Team 
Group N series. 
With a third title (2013, 2014 & 2018) Boyle equals Niall Maguire’s long-standing 
record (1999, 2002 & 2004) of three national wins - for Boyle a stand alone four 
national wins may not be as long.  Question is, will it come during a Triton shower. 
 
//end 
 
 


